
Swanshurst Sixth Form Super-Curriculum 
Subject: T Level Education and Early Years  

Read        Watch            Listen to     Write     Visit          

Books: 
Core Texts on Childcare and 
Education 
"Understanding Early 
Childhood: Issues and 
Controversies" – Helen Penn 
 
Covers key policies like EYFS 
and Every Child Matters 
Discusses theories of child 
development 
"Early Childhood Studies: A 
Multidisciplinary Approach" – 
Rod Parker-Rees & Caroline 
Leeson 
 
Explores children's 
development, observations, 
and partnership working 
"The Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) Handbook" – 
Department for Education 
 
 
Books on EYFS, 
Observations, and Child 
Development 
"Child Development: Theory 
and Practice 0-11" – Jonathan 
Doherty & Malcolm Hughes 
 
Covers theories of child 
development relevant to 
Early Years settings 

 
Documentaries and Shows 
 

• "The Secret Life of 4, 5 and 
6 Year Olds" – Available on 
Channel 4 catchup or 
Youtube  

 
• "Child of Our Time" – 

Available on BBC iplayer 
 

• The connected baby – 
available  

• https://www.theconnecte
dbaby.org/  

 
You tube Video clips – supports 
activity creation  
 
Ms. Rachel - Toddler Learning 
Videos 
 
Overview: Rachel Griffin Accurso, 
known as Ms. Rachel, creates 
educational videos focusing on 
speech development, early 
learning, and interactive songs for 
toddlers. Her content is praised 
for its positive impact on 
children's language development. 
Where to Watch: Available on her 
YouTube channel. 
Ms Rachel - Toddler Learning 
Videos - YouTube 

Podcasts:  
 
"Talking Early Years with 
June O'Sullivan" 
 
Overview: June O'Sullivan, 
a prominent figure in early 
years education, 
discusses various aspects 
of early childhood 
development, the 
importance of play, and 
strategies for effective 
early years practice. 
Listen on Spotify: Talking 
Early Years with June 
O'Sullivan 
"The Early Childhood 
Research Podcast" 
 
Overview: This podcast 
keeps listeners updated 
on the latest research in 
early childhood education 
and explores how new 
findings can be applied in 
homes and classrooms. 
Listen on Apple Podcasts: 
The Early Childhood 
Research Podcast 
"Why Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) 
Matters" 
 

Essay Competitions:  
Links for all can be found 
here:  
 
"The Reggio Emilia 
Approach: An Overview" 
https://music.amazon.com/
podcasts/6240e0e6-ea15-
4d15-9ae6-
7e69605c22a3/talking-
early-years-with-june-
osullivan  
 
"Intergenerational 
Programs: Bridging the Gap 
in Early Childhood 
Development" 
 
 
 How 'grandfriends' are 
helping the children held 
back by Covid  

• Birmingham 
Museum and Art 
Gallery (BMAG) 

• Thinktank, 
Birmingham Science 
Museum 

• The Custard Factory 
• Birmingham 

Botanical Gardens 
• The Library of 

Birmingham 
• Sandwell Valley 

Country Park 
• Birmingham 

Children's Hospital 
(Children's 
Education Program) 

• West Midlands 
Safari Park 

• National Sealife 
Centre Birmingham 

• Birmingham Early 
Years Team 
(Educational 
Workshops) 

• Hands On Children's 
Learning Centre 

• Local Childcare 
Centres and 
Nurseries 
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"Observing and Assessing for 
the EYFS" – Jane Drake 
 
Practical guidance on 
observations and 
assessments in childcare 
settings 
"How Children Learn" – Linda 
Pound 
 
Examines learning theories 
and their impact on early 
education 
Partnership Working and 
Every Child Matters 
"Working with Parents, Carers 
and Families in the Early 
Years" – Teresa Wilson 
 
Explores strategies for 
effective partnerships with 
families 
"Every Child Matters: Change 
for Children" – Great Britain, 
Department for Education 
 

YouTube Clips and Channels 
"Wheels On The Bus + More 
Nursery Rhymes & Kids Songs" 
 
Overview: A compilation of 
popular nursery rhymes and kids' 
songs performed by Ms. Rachel, 
designed to engage toddlers and 
support early learning. 
Link: Wheels On The Bus + More 
Nursery Rhymes & Kids Songs - 
YouTube 
"I'm So Happy + More Nursery 
Rhymes & Kids Songs" 
 
Overview: An upbeat collection of 
nursery rhymes and songs aimed 
at promoting joy and learning 
among young children, presented 
by Ms. Rachel. 
Link: I'm So Happy + More Nursery 
Rhymes & Kids Songs | Ms Rachel 
– YouTube  

 

Overview: This episode 
explores the critical 
importance of Early 
Childhood Development 
(ECD), discussing its 
impact on children's 
futures and the broader 
community. 
Watch on YouTube: Why 
Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) 
Matters 
"Meeting Early Learning 
Goals through Play" 
 
Overview: This podcast 
episode discusses how 
play-based learning can 
effectively support 
children in achieving early 
learning goals, aligning 
with the EYFS framework. 
Watch on YouTube: 
Meeting Early Learning 
Goals through Play 
"Child" by BBC Sounds 
 
Overview: This podcast 
series takes listeners from 
conception to a child's 
first birthday, featuring 
expert interviews and 
insights into early child 
development. 
Listen on BBC Sounds: 
Child 
 
 



 
 

 

 


