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A Big Bang at 
Swanshurst!

STEM in action, inspired by the Big Bang at School Blueprint

Our school hall was transformed into a lively STEM fair as we 
welcomed our new Year 7 students to take part in a range of 
hands-on activities inspired by the Big Bang at School Blueprint.

Students moved around the hall visiting different stalls, each 
offering a science, technology, engineering or maths challenge. 
Activities included an optical illusion test, guessing the weight 
of different objects, word puzzles, building cup towers and 
testing different paper aeroplane designs. Students also created 
foil boats and investigated how much weight they could hold 
before sinking.

Other popular activities included 
making lava lamps, exploring 
alpha particle scattering and 
using Art Bots to create different 
patterns. At one of the biology 
stands, students made DNA 
bracelets, using different coloured 
beads to represent the bases 
found in DNA. This gave them a 
creative way to learn about DNA 
and complementary base pairing 
while making something they 
could take home.

Alongside the stalls, staff from the 
Science Department led a series 
of exciting demonstrations. These 
included elephant toothpaste, the 
whoosh bottle and the Van de 

Welcome from the 
Headteacher
As we come to the end of another 
successful and memorable academic year, 
I wanted to take the time to reflect on a 
summer term filled with achievement, 
opportunity and celebration across our 
school community.

Our students have continued to embody 
the values of the Swanshurst Way, 
embracing challenges with determination 
and making the most of a wide range 
of experiences both inside and beyond 
the classroom. From educational visits, 
performances and enrichment activities to 
sporting successes and community events, 
pupils have demonstrated creativity, 
resilience and ambition in all they do.

This term has also marked important 
milestones for many of our students. 
We are incredibly proud of those who 
have completed public examinations and 
assessments, approaching them with 
maturity and perseverance. Across all year 
groups, students have shown excellent 
commitment to their learning and have 
continued to make positive contributions 
to school life.

A particularly exciting development 
this year has been the progress of our 
new sports hall, which is now nearing 
completion. We look forward to officially 
opening the facility in September and the 
enhanced opportunities it will provide for 
students to stay active, develop new skills 
and enjoy sport together.

As we prepare for the new academic year, 
there is even more to look forward to as 
Swanshurst celebrates its 70th anniversary. 
This significant milestone offers a 
wonderful opportunity to reflect on our 
history, celebrate our achievements and 
recognise the thousands of students, staff 
and families who have shaped the school 
since its opening. We look forward to 
sharing a programme of commemorative 
events and activities when we return in 
September.

I wish all of our families a restful and 
enjoyable summer break and look forward 
to welcoming students back in September.

Mr M Dunn 
Headteacher

Swanshurst School on 
Social Media

@swanshurstnews

‘Swanshurst School’

Graaff generator. The demonstrations were a real highlight, with 
plenty of foam, noise and hair standing on end!

The fair was supported by our Student STEM Ambassadors 
from Years 7 and 12. They helped set up the stalls, explained the 
activities and encouraged the new students to get involved. It was 
great to see students from different year groups working together 
and sharing their enthusiasm for STEM.

We were also pleased to have support from the University of 
Birmingham, the University of Warwick, Aston University and 
University College Birmingham. Their stands and activities helped 
students learn more about where studying STEM subjects could 

take them in the future.

The hall was busy throughout the 
event, with students testing ideas, 
comparing results and returning to 
challenges to improve their designs. 
It was a fantastic introduction to 
STEM at Swanshurst and a great 
opportunity for our new Year 
7 students to meet others and 
become familiar with the school.

A huge thank you to our Student 
STEM Ambassadors, our university 
partners and everyone who helped 
make the event such a success.

- Science Department

https://instagram.com/swanshurstnews
https://www.facebook.com/swanshurstschool
https://www.linkedin.com/school/swanshurst-school
https://youtube.com/swanshurstschool
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Swanshurst Oscars Awards Ceremony

On Monday 22nd June, Swanshurst proudly hosted 
its 5th Annual Oscars Awards Evening, a much-
anticipated event celebrating the outstanding 
achievements, talent and dedication of our students. 
This year we were back in the stunning setting of the 
Great Hall at the University of Birmingham, providing a 
spectacular backdrop for an unforgettable evening.

With over 260 students receiving awards, the 
atmosphere was filled with pride, excitement and 
celebration. Families, friends and staff came together 
to recognise the remarkable accomplishments of 
students across a wide range of subjects, activities and 
personal achievements. The grandeur of the Great 
Hall always adds a sense of prestige to the occasion, 
making it a truly memorable experience for all who 
attended.

The evening was further enhanced by an exceptional 
musical performance, and an aspirational speech 
by previous head students Shayma and Haleemah, 
showcasing the creativity and talent that flourish within 
our school community and beyond. 

A huge thank you to everyone who attended and 
supported this special event. Most importantly, 
congratulations to all of our award winners. The 5th 
Annual Oscars Awards Evening was a wonderful 
celebration of success and a fitting recognition of the 
hard work, commitment and achievements of our 
students.

Veterans Day 
On Monday 29th June, we were honoured 
to welcome a number of veterans and other 
visitors into school for our special Veterans 
Day event. The day provided a valuable 
opportunity for students and staff to learn 
more about the experiences, service and 
sacrifices made by members of our armed 
forces.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks 
to all of the veterans who took the time to 
visit us, share their stories and engage with 
our students. Their contributions made the 
day both memorable and inspiring, helping to 
bring history and citizenship learning to life.

We would also like to thank our school 
community for their enthusiasm, respect and 
support throughout the event. The kindness 
and interest shown by our students helped 
create a warm and welcoming atmosphere 
for our guests.

It was a truly special occasion, and we are 
grateful to everyone who contributed to 
making the day such a success. We look 
forward to continuing to build these important 
community connections in the future.
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Tri-STEM 
Competition Success
On Monday 22 June, Swanshurst hosted 
the second WMAT Tri-STEM Competition, 
welcoming students and staff from Hall 
Green School and Kings Norton Girls’ School 
for a morning of science, engineering and 
mathematical challenges.

Each school entered 12 Year 9 and Year 
10 students, split into three teams of four. 
Altogether, 36 students competed across nine 
teams, with every team taking part in all three 
stages of the competition. The event was 
designed to test subject knowledge, practical 
problem-solving and teamwork, while bringing 
students from across the trust together for 
some friendly competition. 

Teams had to plan carefully, build their device 
and test it within the time available. More 
difficult objects were worth more points, so 
students also had to decide whether to play it 
safe or attempt the more challenging options. 
There were a wide range of designs, and 
students showed plenty of creativity as they 
made adjustments and repaired their devices 
during testing. 

The final scores were extremely close. After 
all three rounds had been completed and the 
points had been totalled, Swanshurst Team A 
were announced as the winners, finishing just 
two points ahead of Hall Green School.

The winning team was made up of:

Rose G, Esme H, Nafisah A and Fayza J.

The students performed consistently across 
all three challenges and showed excellent 
teamwork from start to finish. They listened to 
one another, remained calm under pressure 
and kept working until the final seconds. Their 
victory was a genuine team achievement and 
something they should be very proud of.

A huge thank you goes to our Year 12 STEM 
Ambassadors and to the Swanshurst staff who 
helped to plan and run the event. We would 
also like to thank the teachers and students 
from Hall Green School and Kings Norton Girls’ 
School for joining us and helping to make the 
competition such an enjoyable occasion.

Most importantly, congratulations to all 36 
students who took part—and especially to 
Swanshurst Team A, our 2026 WMAT Tri-STEM 
champions.

Swans That Science! 
Swanshurst Science Club has continued to bring 
science to life through an exciting range of practical 
activities and investigations.

The club runs every Thursday and is led by Miss 
Masterman and Miss Elobeid. Each week, students 
have the opportunity to explore science outside 
the classroom, develop new skills and take part in 
experiments that are both educational and fun.

Activities have included creating alien blood, making 
slime, carrying out a murder investigation and 
producing algae balls. Students have also explored 
the natural world by dissecting owl pellets and have 
put their engineering and creative skills to the test by 
building birdhouses and making bug hotels.

The wide variety of activities means there is always 

something new for students to discover. Whether they 
are solving a mystery, examining biological specimens 
or designing something to support local wildlife, 
club members are encouraged to work together, ask 
questions and learn through practical experience.

As Miss Masterman and Miss Elobeid prepare to leave 
Swanshurst, we would like to thank them both for the 
time, enthusiasm and creativity they have brought to 
the Science Club. Their hard work has given students 
many memorable experiences and helped inspire a 
real enjoyment of science. They will be greatly missed, 
and we wish them both every success for the future.

Swanshurst Science Club has been a fantastic way 
for students to build their confidence, develop 
their curiosity and enjoy science in a relaxed and 
welcoming environment.

At Swanshurst, we do not just study science — we are 
Swans That Science!

Hands-On Molecular 
Biology
Fifteen Year 12 Biology students visited the University 
of Wolverhampton to take part in a Molecular Biology 
Masterclass.

The students spent the session completing hands-on 
practical work and learning about some of the gene 
technologies they will study in Year 13. Working in a 
university laboratory gave them the chance to use 
specialist equipment and see how molecular biology 

techniques are used beyond the school classroom.

The visit also gave students a taste of what studying 
science at university could be like. They took part 
enthusiastically, asked thoughtful questions and 
represented Swanshurst brilliantly throughout the day.

It was a valuable and enjoyable experience that helped 
bring their A-level Biology studies to life. The University 
of Wolverhampton describes its molecular biology 
masterclass as a practical session designed to support 
the school curriculum and develop key laboratory 
skills.

Gopher Science Lab
Year 5 pupils from Billesley Primary School visited 
Swanshurst for a morning of hands-on science as part 

of our Gopher Science Lab programme.

The pupils completed a range of practical activities, 
including chromatography and extracting an indicator 

from red cabbage to test different 
substances for acids and alkalis. 
They worked carefully, shared their 
observations and showed plenty of 
curiosity throughout the morning.

The activities were led by our Year 12 
Student STEM Ambassadors, who did 
an excellent job of explaining each task, 
supporting the pupils and helping them 
feel confident in the laboratory.

The morning also included some 
exciting demonstrations, such as 
flaming methane bubbles, the whoosh 
bottle and the screaming jelly baby. 
These were a real highlight and certainly 
produced some memorable reactions!

Swans That STEM

WMAT Tri-STEM

Biology Masterclass
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Tree Research 
Project Takes Root 
Swanshurst is now well underway with an 
exciting environmental research project funded 
through a Royal Society Partnership Grant. 
Working with the University of Birmingham and 
the Birmingham Institute of Forest Research, 
students are investigating the relationship 
between tree growth and local climate 
conditions within the school grounds.

The students involved in the project are 
members of our Student STEM Ambassador 
programme. They began by attending training 
at the University of Birmingham, where they 
learned more about trees, environmental 
monitoring and the importance of collecting 
accurate and reliable scientific data. This gave 
them a better understanding of the research 
they would be carrying out back at school.

One of the biggest stages of the project so far 
has been planting a new orchard at Swanshurst. 
The planting was completed with support from 
Birmingham TreePeople, who showed students 
how to plant the trees correctly and explained 
how they should be cared for as they become 
established. The students worked together to 
prepare the area, plant the trees and make sure 
each one had the best possible start.

The orchard will now become the focus of a 
long-term scientific investigation. Students will 
monitor the growth of the trees and collect 
information about local conditions, including soil 
moisture, temperature, light levels and rainfall. 
They will then look for patterns in the data and 
consider how changes in the environment may 
affect the development of different trees.

The next stage of the project will involve setting 
up monitoring equipment and beginning regular 
measurements. Students will also explore how 
sensors and Arduino-based weather stations can 
be used to collect real-time environmental data. 
As the project continues, they will analyse their 
findings and share what they have learned with 
other students.

This project gives our STEM Ambassadors the 
opportunity to take part in real scientific research 
while developing practical, technical and data-
handling skills. It also means that the orchard 
will continue to support science learning at 
Swanshurst for many years to come.

A big thank you to the University of Birmingham, 
BIFoR and Birmingham TreePeople for their 
training, guidance and continued support.

Carding Mill Valley Field Trip

June 16th, 17th and 18th saw our annual physical geography 
fieldtrip for our GCSE students. As ever it was an excellent 
experience for the students – allowing them to develop 
essential fieldwork skills and to spend the day in an 
environment totally different to Birmingham. 

The National Trust volunteers we worked with commented 
on how polite and knowledgeable they all were. Over the 
three days we took over 180 pupils and without exception 
we were super proud of all the students who were really keen 
and enthusiastic– some saying this was ‘the best Geography 
trip they’ve ever been on…’

Botanical Gardens
At the start of March, our Year 8 Geographers 
took a trip to the Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens. During their trip, they took part in 
a rainforest challenge, working in teams to 
identify rainforest plants using riddles and 
photographs. Once they had taken part in 
their rainforest challenge, pupils completed 
some orienteering around the Botanical 
Gardens grounds, working through a series of 
clues using their map skills. 

Our year 8 groups were outstanding 
throughout their trip, showing our 
Swanshurst values of kindness and respect 
towards each other and members of the 
public as well as striving for success, by 
completing their rainforest challenge 
activities.
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Le Touquet, France Trip 2026 
Our Modern Foreign Languages department team took 45 pupils from Y7-9 to France this term. Have a 
read about what they got up to!

Kinda: I really liked going to visit the town and market because I got to explore the culture of France. I also 
enjoyed going to the Sea Life Centre because of all the animals we saw. Overall, I loved the whole trip.

Romanie, Amelia, Macy, Maysam: On our Le Touquet trip, we spent Saturday at the Bagatelle Fair. This 
was so much fun because it was quiet, there were barely any queues, and we had a total of around six 
hours to go on as many rides as possible. On Sunday, we spent a few hours at the Nausicaá Aquarium. We 
took loads of photos and saw and learnt about the effects of climate change.

Fatemazahra and Leung Sze: We really enjoyed this experience because we got to socialise and practise 
our French. We first went to the markets and bought a lot of stuff. Then we went to the beach. Afterwards, 
we visited the museum and then the cathedral. After that, we went to the hotel, where we stayed for two 
nights. On the second day, we visited another market in a bigger city and went to a fun theme park. Finally, 
on the last day, we visited the Nausicaá Aquarium and then travelled back to the UK by coach and ferry.

Hajra: This trip was AMAZING! We had so much fun and did many things! I enjoyed the theme park most! 
We had a lot of time to explore on our own and as a group! It was a fantastic experience (even if it was 
quite pricey)! The food was awesome and unique, and the French people were extremely kind, respectful 
and even understanding. Overall, I had a blast and I’ll definitely remember this memory as life goes on! 
Thank you for the experience.

Maisie: The trip was so fun. The activities were great, and we all had a brilliant time. But overall, my 
favourite part was the theme park!
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Swanshurst Students 
Visit BIFoR
As part of our Royal Society Partnership Grant project, 
a group of Swanshurst students visited the Birmingham 
Institute of Forest Research (BIFoR) in Staffordshire.

The project began with the planting of a new orchard 
at school, supported by training and guidance from 
the University of Birmingham. Students will use the 
orchard to monitor tree growth and explore how 
environmental conditions affect plants over time.

During the visit, students saw first-hand how scientists 
investigate the effects of increased carbon dioxide on 
mature woodland. They learned how environmental 
data is collected and analysed, linking directly to topics 
studied in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

The trip gave students a valuable insight into climate 
research and STEM careers, while also helping them 
understand how the work taking place in our school 
orchard connects to wider questions about climate 
change.

A big thank you to the University of Birmingham and 
the BIFoR team for their continued support.

Birmingham City University 
Graduation Show 
Both the Product Design, and Fashion and Textiles groups 
were taken to visit the Birmingham City University graduation 
show.  They were able to explore the final projects from a 
range of different courses including; Fashion, Product Design 
and Architecture. Students were excited and inspired to see 
what the courses contained and looked for inspiration for 
their own work. Our students really enjoyed the trip and were 
excited by the work on show.

Year 9 Engineering
A huge well-done to Michaela Legaspi in 
Year 9 for her fantastic work in Design & 
Technology Engineering. Inspired by her 
love of engineering, she designed and 
made a working prototype for a prosthetic 
hand. Using the iterative design process, 
she created three different versions, 
testing and improving each model as she 
developed her ideas. Her final prototype 
shows excellent creativity, problem-solving 
and practical making skills. This was a very 
impressive project and a brilliant example 
of how engineering can be used to solve 
real-world problems.

Business and Economics 
Students Crowned CIPFA 
Games Champions
Seven Year 12 business studies and economics students 
form Swanshurst who competed in the CIPFA Sixth Form 
Management Games at BCU on Friday 19th June won the 
competition. After the team from Swanshurst were crowned 
joint winners last year, this year’s team went one better to win 
the title outright.   

Students had to work through a scenario-based game, which 
involved managing a newly formed local council.  Each girl 
took on a different role in the administration and had to deal 
with a series of tasks under time pressure. 

CIPFA experts had devised the tasks to be realistic and 
extremely challenging.  They had also thrown in various 
interruptions to the game, which students had to deal with as 
they came up.

The team had to produce various reports and complete a wide 
variety of tasks, which had to be emailed to the judges by a 
strict deadline, and the day culminated with a presentation to a 
panel of experts who grilled our team on their proposals. 

The judges were extremely impressed with our team’s work, 
both collective and individual, and the confidence and 
professionalism of our students.

Inaugural Student 
Enterprise 
Showcase
On 2nd July, Swanshurst School proudly 
hosted our Entrepreneur Showcase, 
where 16 student teams presented their 
innovative business ideas in the hope of 
securing enough votes to progress to the 
final.

The event was a fantastic celebration of 
creativity, teamwork, and enterprise. Each 
team demonstrated confidence, resilience, 
and impressive entrepreneurial skills as 
they pitched their ideas to our panel of 
judges. It was inspiring to see the hard 
work and dedication that had gone into 
developing each business concept.

We would like to extend our sincere 
thanks to our guest judges, Armani from 
Take Risks and Rupi from the Peter Jones 
Foundation, for giving their time, sharing 
their expertise, and providing thoughtful 
feedback to our young entrepreneurs. 
Their encouragement and support made 
the experience even more valuable for all 
those involved.

Congratulations to every student who took 
part in the showcase. Reaching this stage 
was an achievement in itself, and we wish 
the finalists every success as they prepare 
for the next stage of the competition. 
We look forward to seeing where their 
entrepreneurial journeys take them.

- Zarah Henry, Head Student
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A Night at the Movies - 
Summer Concert

Our Summer Music Concert was a fantastic evening and  
wonderful celebration of the talent across our school.

The audience enjoyed performances from our excellent 
orchestra, a range of music ensembles, and some 
incredibly talented soloists, all of whom performed 
with confidence and enthusiasm. The Musical Theatre 
Club brought plenty of energy to the stage with their 
entertaining performances, while the Drama Club 
impressed everyone with their creativity and stage 
presence.

It was great to see so many students involved, whether 
performing as part of a group or taking centre stage 
as soloists. Their hard work and dedication over many 
weeks were clear for all to see, and the audience 
responded with plenty of well-deserved applause.

A huge thank you to all the students, staff and families 
who helped make the evening such a success. We are 

incredibly proud of everyone who took part and look forward to more wonderful performances next year.

Massed Ensemble 
Performance
On Tuesday 15 July, a group of Swanshurst students took part in 
a spectacular Massed Ensemble performance at Birmingham’s 
Symphony Hall alongside pupils from schools across the region.

 
The students performed with confidence and enthusiasm as 
part of the combined orchestra, showcasing the hard work and 
dedication they have developed throughout the year.

Art Students Inspire at South Area 
Network Exhibition

In early July, students, families, staff, and members of 
the local community came together at the magnificent 
Birmingham City University (BCU) School of Art for 
the highly anticipated South Area Network (SAN) Art 
Exhibition. This inspiring event celebrated the creativity 
and achievements of young artists from our school 
alongside students from 12 other local schools.

Set within the stunning surroundings of BCU’s 
prestigious School of Art, the exhibition showcased 
an outstanding collection of work from our Year 11, 
12, and 13 students. Visitors were treated to a diverse 
range of artwork, including prints, paintings, drawings, 
and mixed media pieces, reflecting the imagination, 
technical skill, and personal expression of our talented 
young artists. Themes ranged from detailed portraiture 
and architectural studies to contemporary explorations 
of identity, culture, and the world around us.

The exhibition was a wonderful opportunity for 
students to present their work in a professional gallery 
setting and to share their artistic journeys with a wider 
audience. Families and friends were delighted to 
see the students’ achievements on display, and the 
event created a real sense of pride and celebration 
throughout the evening.

The private view was exceptionally well attended, 
with a fantastic atmosphere as visitors explored the 
exhibition and engaged with the artwork. Our students 
spoke confidently about their creative processes 

and received many compliments from guests, fellow 
exhibitors, and education professionals. The display 
representing our school was particularly striking and 
reflected the hard work, dedication, and ambition 
demonstrated by students across the Art Department.

The evening was a great success and highlighted 
the importance of creativity, collaboration, and 
community. We are incredibly proud of all the students 
who exhibited their work and would like to thank the 
families who attended and supported the event. We 
look forward to seeing how these talented young 
artists continue to develop their creative practice and 
build on this memorable experience.
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Birmingham Wildlife 
Conservation Park 
9D Art Violet enjoyed a fantastic day out visiting Birmingham 
Wildlife Conservation Park, followed by a walk through 
Cannon Hill Park and a visit to the art exhibitions at the MAC. 

Despite some rainy weather, students showed great 
enthusiasm, engaging in observational drawing and exploring a 
range of animal forms and textures. They thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing the animals up close and spending time outdoors. 
We were fortunate that the sun made an appearance later 
in the day, allowing for a pleasant walk through the park. A 
highlight of the visit was the inspiring nature-themed exhibition 
by Genevieve Robertson at the MAC, which students found 
especially engaging. 

Overall, it was a highly successful trip, Students greatly valued 
the opportunity to develop their drawing skills, experienced 
professional artwork firsthand, and take inspiration from the 
world around them.

Mental Health Awareness 
Month at Swanshurst
This term, Swanshurst proudly marked Mental Health 
Awareness Month, using the national theme of “Taking 
Action” to encourage our students and staff to actively 
support their wellbeing and the wellbeing of others. 
Through assemblies, activities and whole-school initiatives, 
we focused on raising awareness, reducing stigma, and 
reminding everyone that mental health matters every day of 
the year.

Our assemblies introduced students to the purpose of 
Mental Health Awareness Week and highlighted simple, 
practical steps we can all take to look after ourselves—
such as staying active, connecting with others, practising 
mindfulness and talking to someone we trust. These 
messages set the tone for a week of positive action across 
the school.

Throughout the week, students and staff engaged 
enthusiastically in a range of activities designed to promote 
wellbeing and bring our community together. Whole-
school assemblies focused on mental health awarenes and 
an uplifting Just Dance session at lunchtime, encouraged 
movement, fun and social connection. We held a “Wear 
Green” day, where students and staff accessorised in green 
to show support and raise awareness and students wrote 
their own personal actions for maintaining positive mental 
health on our reflections boards.

As part of our awareness efforts, we also worked to support 
mental health charities. Students had the opportunity to 
purchase badges, keyrings, pens, pins and wristbands, with 
all proceeds going towards a mental health charity. 

One of the highlights of the week was the much-anticipated 
Staff Ice Bucket Challenge, held on the tennis courts. This 
fun and engaging event brought the school community 
together, raising both awareness and funds, while showing 
students that looking after mental health can also involve joy, 
laughter and shared experiences. Altogether our fund raising 
efforts raised over £275 for the mental health charity “Mind”.

As highlighted in our assemblies, we continue to provide 
ongoing support through. Our PSHE curriculum and regular 
assemblies ensure that wellbeing is a key focus. The Pupil 
Support Hub and mentoring programmes, offer targeted 
guidance for students who need it. 

Students were also reminded that help is always available, 
and that speaking to a trusted adult is an important first step 
when they are struggling.

Mental Health Awareness Month has been a powerful 
reminder that mental health is just as important as physical 
health. By taking part in these activities, our students have 
not only increased their understanding but have also 
contributed to creating a supportive and compassionate 
school environment.

Celebrating 
Pride Month
Swanshurst School’s student 
leadership team marked Pride 
Month with two successful 
student-led events that celebrated 
creativity, inclusion and 
community.

The celebrations began with a Tie-
Dye Sock Workshop, led by Deputy 
Head Girl Anna and supported 
by the Senior Prefect Team. Over 
100 students from Years 7, 8, 9, 
10 and 12 took part, enjoying the 
opportunity to get creative while 
connecting with student leaders.

The school also hosted a Pride 
Panel, organised by the Head 
Students and hosted by Anna, 
which encouraged open and 
respectful discussions about 
identity, authenticity and mutual 
respect. Thanks were extended 
to the guest panellists for helping 
create a thoughtful and inspiring 
event.

Together, these initiatives 
highlighted Swanshurst School’s 
commitment to student leadership, 
inclusion and ensuring every 
student feels valued and respected.

- Zarah Henry, Head Student
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PE Summer Newsletter 
Sports Day Champions

A huge congratulations to 9N for being crowned our 
Year 9 Sports Day Champions this summer! Well done 
also to 9L and 9A for finishing in joint second place, 
and to 9R for securing third place.

8T claimed the title of Year 8 Sports Day Champions 
following a brilliant day of competition. Students 
demonstrated excellent effort, determination and 
teamwork throughout. 8I finished in second place, with 
8E taking third.

Netball Tournaments

Our Year 7 netball team represented Swanshurst at a 
tournament hosted by Moseley School and secured an 
impressive second-place finish, especially remarkable 
given it was only their second time playing together. 
The team included Phoebe, Lyla, Abbie, Alice, Kayleigh, 
Edie, Maisie, Emily and Sienna. Phoebe was also 
recognised as Player of the Match.

Our Year 8 netball team were crowned Division 
2 Netball League Champions. This outstanding 
achievement reflects their hard work, commitment 
and teamwork throughout the season. Representing 
Swanshurst were April, Isla, Jojo, Leah, Audrey, Cianne 
and Kinza. They should all be proud of their success.

The Year 8 students also represented Swanshurst at a 
netball tournament, where they remained unbeaten 
throughout the competition. Their teamwork, 
determination and sportsmanship were evident in 
every match and contributed to an excellent overall 
performance.

Football Victories

Swanshurst was proudly represented at a football 
tournament hosted by Christchurch. Phoebe, Edith, 
Daisy, Georgia, Lisa, Ragheeba, Imaan, Kenza, Natasha 
and Mayameen displayed fantastic skill, teamwork and 
determination throughout. A special mention goes to 
Kenza, who was named Player of the Tournament after 
a series of outstanding saves.

Our Year 8 students produced an excellent 
performance against Christchurch, earning a 7–1 
victory. Olivia, Kinza, Audrey, Leah and Maryam all 
played their part in a superb team display.

The Year 9 students represented Swanshurst in a 
closely contested match against Christchurch, which 
ended 1–1. Hafsah, Safana, Amira, Aamilah, Charlotte, 
Lilly-Rose and Teigan demonstrated great teamwork 
and determination throughout. Amira was recognised 
as the Captain’s Player of the Match.

Sports Education

Cianne, Thea, Zahra, Zaynoor and Umkulsoom were 
part of Team Scars, who emerged victorious during this 
athletics rotation. Six teams competed for the trophy, 
with Team Scars finishing on an impressive 74 points.

Competition was equally fierce during the latest 
rounders rotation, with four groups competing for 
the trophy. The Bowling Beauties came out on top by 
just 1½ points. Credit goes to captain Ava, alongside 
Cianne, Laya, Aisha, Zaynoor, Zoya and Inaya for their 
success.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

A total of 47 Year 10 students successfully completed 
their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award this year. 

Throughout the programme they demonstrated 
commitment, resilience and teamwork, making this a 
significant achievement and a memorable milestone 
for everyone involved.
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Year 7 Review 
As we reach the end of a successful and memorable 
first year at secondary school, we are delighted to 
celebrate the many opportunities, achievements 
and experiences our Year 7 students have enjoyed 
throughout the year.

A particular highlight has been the opportunity 
for every student to contribute to an assembly 
presentation on an inspirational woman or group of 
women, examples include the Lionesses, Benazir 
Bhutto and Amelia Earhart. Those who presented 
demonstrated excellent communication skills, while 
students involved in planning and delivering assemblies 
showed impressive organisation, teamwork and 
research skills. In addition, all Year 7 students took part 
in the Stop Hate assembly, encouraging meaningful 
reflection on kindness, acceptance and the importance 
of treating others with respect.

Many students have continued to engage 
enthusiastically in our wider curriculum opportunities. 
Clubs such as crochet, cookery and board games 
have remained popular, alongside participation in 
music groups, the summer concert, homework club 
and a wide variety of PE clubs and sports teams 
including football and athletics. Students have shown 
real commitment by attending regularly throughout 
the term, developing both subject-specific skills and 
valuable qualities such as teamwork, communication 
and perseverance. The library has also seen a huge 
number of students showing a love for reading, a huge 
7063 books have been borrowed this academic year 
and we hope pupils continue with this love of reading 
and recommending books to each other.

Celebrating success has remained a key focus 

throughout the term. Students have been recognised 
through assembly shout-outs, praise, recognition 
points and rewards for their excellent attendance, 
positive behaviour, effort and contribution to school 
life. Many students have also achieved significant 
milestones within the Swanshurst Pledge programme 
through their involvement in school events, charitable 
activities, extra-curricular opportunities and outstanding 
attendance.

Most recently students celebrated their year through 
attending our end of year trip to West Midlands Safari 
Park and despite a break down on the way and having 
to wait for another coach before splitting up and 
fitting into different coaches the students showed their 
fantastic behaviour, they enjoyed a safari trip followed 
by a very hot afternoon of rides, arriving back to staff 
promptly and following instructions well to arrive back 
to school promptly.  Students who did not attend 
completed a variety of activities showing off their 
creativity and…..

As our Year 7 students prepare to move into Year 8, 
we would like to thank parents and carers for their 
continued support throughout the year. We are 
incredibly proud of all that our students have achieved 
and of the way they have embraced opportunities, 
supported one another and grown in confidence. We 
look forward to seeing them continue to flourish as 
they begin the next stage of their Swanshurst journey. 

Year 8 Achievements
 
This term has been filled with achievements, 
enrichment opportunities, celebrations and personal 
successes. Year 8 students have continued to 
demonstrate resilience, ambition and kindness, whilst 

embracing the many opportunities available to them 
both inside and outside the classroom.

We are incredibly proud of everything they have 
achieved this year and look forward to seeing them 
continue to flourish as they move into Year 9.

Year 8 have continued to lead the way across the 
school with their attendance. Throughout the summer 
term, the year group has consistently been recognised 
for its excellent attendance, with individual forms also 
receiving recognition for their commitment to being 
in school every day and making the most of every 
learning opportunity.

Our weekly Year 8 assemblies have continued to 
celebrate students who exemplify our school values 
through their attitude, effort and determination.

Students have been recognised for excellent effort, 
enthusiasm for learning, resilience, increased 
confidence and positive contributions to their form 
groups and the wider school community.

A fantastic morning was spent showing year 8’s 
sporting prowess! All year 8 got involved with events 
from running to javelin, to the fun relay. Well done to 
8T who were the winners!

The pinnacle of the year (for the students) was our 
end of year trip to Drayton Manor. Despite sweltering 
weather and a very busy park, the students had an 
excellent time! The staff particularly enjoyed being 
drenched on Storm Force 10!

Thank you Year 8. Your enthusiasm, resilience, kindness 
and sense of community continue to make us proud. 
We hope you have a wonderful summer break and 
return refreshed and ready for the opportunities and 
challenges of Year 9.
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Reflecting on an 
Outstanding Year 9
As we come to the end of another fantastic year, it 
is a great opportunity to reflect on everything our 
Year 9 students have achieved. This year marked an 
important milestone as students completed their 
first year of GCSE courses within our three-year 
GCSE programme, and they have risen brilliantly to 
the challenge of increased expectations, a heavier 
workload and more demanding study. Their hard 
work, resilience and determination have been 
evident throughout the year, contributing to an 
incredible achievement of over 56,000 Reward 
Points, with Aspirational being our highest reward 
category. 

This term has been particularly memorable, 
including Session 3 of Humanutopia, where 
inspirational speakers encouraged students to 
reflect on who they are, who they want to become 
and the goals they have for their future. We also 
enjoyed a fantastic Activity Day, with over 200 
students travelling to Drayton Manor for a day full 
of excitement, laughter and rides, even convincing 
some staff members to join them on the water 
rides! Students who remained in school also had 
a wonderful day taking part in activities such as 
movies, colouring, sports and bedazzling. 

We ended the term by celebrating the many 
successes of our year group during our Rewards 
Assemblies, and it was wonderful to see so many 
students recognised for their achievements, 
commitment and positive contributions throughout 
the year. Special congratulations go to Tamil, who 
received the prestigious Head of Year Award, and 
to Rushna, who achieved the highest number of 
Reward Points in Year 9. We were also proud to 
present our Values Trophies for the second year 
running, recognising the students who earned the 
most Reward Points in each of our school values 
categories. 

As we look back on the year, we are also sad to say 
goodbye to Miss Ryder and Mr Sheppard, who have 
been valued tutors to 9L and 9U and will be greatly 
missed by students and staff alike. At the same 
time, we are excited to welcome Mr Else and Ms 
Henderson, who will take over these tutor groups as 
students move into Year 10. We are incredibly proud 
of everything Year 9 has achieved this year and are 
looking forward to the opportunities and challenges 
ahead, including the second year of GCSE study, 
work experience opportunities and participation 
in The Brilliant Club. We wish all our students 
and families a wonderful summer break and look 
forward to seeing everyone return in September 
ready for an exciting and successful Year 10.

Marking the End of Year 
10
As we reach the end of the summer term, Year 10 
students have completed their final full year before 
embarking on the important GCSE year ahead. Many 
students recently participated in work experience 
placements, gaining valuable insight into the world of 
work and developing key employability skills. Those 
who remained in school benefited from an excellent 
programme of workshops delivered by external 
providers, including the Canal & River Trust, Barclays 
Life Skills, Live N Learn and the British Red Cross. 
Alongside this, all students have taken part in careers 
workshops and interviews, helping them to think about 
their future aspirations and prepare for the next stages 
of their education and careers.

This term has also provided some fantastic enrichment 
opportunities. Our Brilliant Club scholars enjoyed 
a wonderful day at Oxford University last Friday, 
celebrating the culmination of their hard work and 
experiencing life at one of the country’s leading 
universities. We also had a brilliant end-of-year trip 
to Drayton Manor, giving students the chance to 
relax, have fun and create lasting memories with 
their friends. In addition, a group of Year 10 students 
successfully completed their Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award weekend, demonstrating resilience, teamwork 
and determination throughout.

Students have continued to make valuable 
contributions to school life through form assemblies 
on inspirational women, exploring the achievements 
of figures ranging from Nadia Nadim to Princess 
Diana. We are also looking forward to our final charity 
afternoon on Values Day. A great deal of planning has 
gone into the event, and we are excited to see the 
enthusiasm, teamwork and generosity of our students 
as they raise money for worthwhile causes.

As we look ahead to September, we are confident that 
Year 10 will rise to the challenges and opportunities 
that Year 11 will bring. We are incredibly proud of 
everything they have achieved this year and look 
forward to celebrating their successes as they 
continue to work towards their GCSEs. We wish all 
students and their families a happy, safe and restful 
summer break and look forward to welcoming them 
back for their final year.

Celebrating an 
Incredible Year 11 
Cohort 
As we reach the end of another academic year, we 
would like to take a moment to celebrate our fantastic 
Year 11 students as they complete their journey at 
Swanshurst.

Over the last five years, we have watched this group 
grow into a remarkable cohort of young people. They 
have shown resilience, maturity, determination and 
kindness, embracing every challenge and opportunity 
that has come their way. Whether in the classroom, on 
the sports field, on stage, through leadership roles or 
within the wider school community, they have made 
us incredibly proud.

The final GCSE examination season was approached 
with dedication and a positive attitude. Students 
worked tirelessly, supported one another and 
demonstrated the perseverance needed to succeed. 
Having seen their commitment and effort throughout 
the year, we are confident that they have given 

themselves every opportunity to achieve the results 
they deserve.

While academic success is important, we are equally 
proud of the personal growth, friendships, memories 
and achievements that have shaped their time with us. 
Each student leaves with experiences and skills that 
will support them in their next steps, whether that is 
sixth form, college, apprenticeships or employment.

We would like to thank our Year 11 students for the 
contribution they have made to school life over the 
past five years. They have left a lasting impression and 
will be greatly missed by staff and fellow students alike.

We now look forward to welcoming them back on 
Results Day and celebrating the outcomes of all their 
hard work. Whatever their next destination, we know 
they have bright futures ahead of them. If you are 
staying at sixth form, see you soon and if you are 
going onto your new journey – good luck

Well done, Year 11 – we are immensely proud of you 
and wish you every success for the future. We can’t 
wait to see you on Results Day!
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Important Dates for Your Diary

Students will return to school for the autumn term on Thursday 3rd September 2026.

Year 7 arrive at 8:40am and go to Upper Hall

Year 12 arrive at 8:40am and go to CDS

Year 8, 9, 10, 11 and 13 arrive at 10:40am and go straight to form rooms.

 
Thursday 13th August 2026 - A Level Results Day

Thursday 20th August 2026 - GCSE Results Day

Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd September 2026 - School Closed (Staff Training)

Thursday 3rd September 2026 - Return to School (Details Above)

Wednesday 9th September 2026 - Open Evening (6pm - 8pm)

Thursday 17th and Friday 18th September 2026 - Open Mornings (9am - 10:15am)

Preparing for Success - 
September 2026  
Uniform - See Letter

Swanshurst’s excellent reputation is built on 
consistently high expectations, achieved through our 
supportive ethos. As we head into the summer break, 
maintaining these standards is crucial to ensuring 
your child has a positive and successful start back in 
September.

During the first week back, we will be checking that 
standards start high, with students wearing the correct 
uniform, including footwear, adhering to our jewellery 
policy. We will also focus on ensuring we are always 
following ‘The Swanshurst Way’ to ensure pupils make 
the best possible progress in all lessons, every day. This 
focus on consistency will be sustained.

A full guide to acceptable uniform, including 
photographs and examples, is available on the school 
website.

Parents, carers and students are expected to review 
this guidance carefully before purchasing or wearing 
items to school. The website guidance should be used 
as the definitive reference point to avoid any doubt or 
ambiguity regarding what is and is not permitted.

Trousers and skirts must be of a suitable school style; 
stretchy materials are not permitted.

All footwear must be plain black, leather or leather-
look, including trainer-style shoes. Fabric trainers, 
canvas shoes, Crocs and footwear with visible air 
bubbles are not permitted.

One plain stud in each ear and one small nose stud 
are permitted. Nose rings and hooped earrings are not 
allowed. Students may also wear one discreet ring, a 
watch (not a smart watch) and one discreet necklace. 
Bracelets are not permitted.

Make-up, nails and hair should present a natural 
appearance. False nails are not permitted, and 
eyelashes are only permitted in Year 11 if they are 
natural in appearance.

Physical Education

As part of our commitment to providing a safe and 
effective learning environment in Physical Education, 
we would like to remind all students and families of 
our PE kit and safety expectations.

We operate a zero-tolerance policy on jewellery in PE 
lessons. For health and safety reasons, all jewellery 
must be removed before participating in PE, including 
earrings, rings, bracelets, necklaces and facial 
piercings.

This policy also includes new piercings. We strongly 
advise families to arrange any piercings at the start 
of a holiday period where possible. Students will be 
expected to remove all jewellery for PE lessons and 
tape cannot be used as a substitute for removal.

Students who wear a headscarf should ensure it is safe 
and suitable for physical activity. Students may:

• Remove their headscarf for the lesson if they wish to 
do so.

• Wear a headscarf that is securely tied back behind 
the head and away from the neck.

• Wear a sports hijab, which is the recommended 
option for PE activities.

For safety reasons, all long hair must be tied back 
securely and kept off the face and neck during PE 
lessons.

The PE kit consists of:

• White polo shirt.

• Plain black jogging bottoms/ sports shorts or skort 
(no leggings, Lycra cycling shorts or flared trousers) 

• Trainers don’t have to be specific colour.

• A School PE fleece with the school logo.

Equipment - See Letter

Students are expected to remember the minimum 
equipment they must arrive to all lessons with.

We use the acronym P.R.E.P for pupils to easily 
remember the minimum equipment they must have 
with them at all times

• Planner - KS3 only

• Pens (Black/Blue and Green)

• Pencil

• Rubber

• Calculator*

• Ruler

• RAG Cards - KS4 only

• Whiteboard and Whiteboard Pen - KS4 only

*To ensure that students have a calculator that will 
support them throughout their secondary education, 
the Mathematics Department recommends purchasing 
one of the following:

Casio fx-83GT CW, Casio fx-85GT CW, Aurora 
AX595TV. The best calculator for your child if they 
intend to study Mathematics beyond GCSE is the 
Casio FX-991CW.

https://www.swanshurst.org/force_download.cfm?id=3847&embedded=true&inline=true
https://www.swanshurst.org/school-uniform/1110.html
https://www.swanshurst.org/school-uniform/1110.html
https://www.swanshurst.org/media/documents/user-uploads/57C24320-B42B-D861-7AA886BE50A08603.pdf
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Happy, Safe Summer - Reminder from 
West Midlands Police 
HAPPY, SAFE SUMMER – REMINDER FROM WEST MIDLANDS POLICE

The summer holiday is fast approaching, it is important our students are reminded 
what we, as a school community, expect of them in terms of behaviour while they are 
enjoying socialising with friends and family during the break.  We also want to ensure 
they feel confident to keep themselves safe and away from crime and anti-social behaviour.

Parents/carers and students should already be aware that as part of our safeguarding arrangements, the school 
has a two-way information sharing agreement in place with West Midlands Police, and we are active members 
of the local Police & Schools Panel.  This joint approach helps us to intervene early to prevent and reduce 
crime and anti-social behaviour involving our students and provide support and up-to-date safety messages.

In partnership with the police, we would like to provide some reminders about the following:

• Personal Safety: 

	 o Be aware of your surroundings, take care of friends and family members and keep valuables (such as 	
	 smartphones/watches/headphones) out of public view whenever possible.

	 o For apple devices parents/carers can active ‘Find My’ which includes Activation Lock – A feature that  
	 is designed to prevent anyone else from using your iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch, if it’s ever lost or stolen.  
	 Activation Lock turns on automatically when you turn on ‘Find My’ on your device – more details on  
	 this feature are available here: Activation Lock for iPhone and iPad - Apple Support

	 o Don’t drink alcohol, take illegal drugs or unknown substances (including in vapes); as they can have a  
	 big impact on your health and safety, behaviour, and your ability to do well at school and enjoy other  
	 interests and activities. They can also be addictive and have unpredictable side effects and could even  
	 have fatal consequences - Information is available at www.talktofrank.com

• Swimming in rivers/reservoirs: Reservoirs may look inviting, especially on a hot day, but they are extremely 
dangerous places to swim.  If you jump in, you may not be able to get out as the sides are very steep; the 
water never gets above 11 degrees, and this will affect your ability to breathe and to move. Rivers and reservoirs 
may be deeper than you think. Safety information is available here: Water safety - West Midlands Fire Service

• Social Media: Don’t allow your use of social media to put you at risk of grooming, exploitation, or regret in 
future.  Use social media positively and avoid being negative about anyone online as comments/actions may 
be traced back to you and you will be held accountable.

• Weapons in public places: Carrying a knife or other weapon will get you a criminal record which can have 
life-long effects on travel and job prospects.  Those who carry knives are also much more likely to be injured 
by them. Don’t take BB Guns, Gel Blasters/Guns, or any other real looking toy guns into public spaces as these 
can cause alarm to the public - which could receive a Police Firearms response.

• Anti-social behaviour: Think about your actions towards others; a little thought & respect goes a long way.

• Off-road bikes: These can only be ridden on private land with the landowner’s permission. Don’t risk your life 
and future prospects by illegally riding these on the road.

• E-Scooters: In the UK, you must be at least 18 years old and hold a provisional or full driving licence to 
ride a hire e- scooter. A privately owned e-scooter can only be used in a private place with the landowner’s 
permission; they are illegal to use on a road or in a public place.

• Remember the company you keep: If your friend breaks the law, your association with that person may have 
legal consequences for you, which could be very serious – even if you weren’t the one directly responsible.

If a student is in a position where they need help, they should talk to an adult they trust.  Crimes can be 
reported directly to the police via 101; alternatively, you can contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 
111 or via www.crimestoppers-uk.org. If a crime is taking place or a life is in danger, call 999 immediately.

We wish everyone a happy and safe summer.
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